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V December U> 19^8 

cr VBS aPSPBCIOi iiopobal bi smatcr ocre 

w ttiUrdepart— Itel Workiiwg Qroup on Dleeraament 


Oft Hovciibeflr Xollovlng e eaii on the President on November 17» 

Oore coteitted e memorandtun to the President out lin i n g a proposal 
fior 0«8« aotlon on suspension of nudear weapons tests* This proposal 
— ai* • um V*S* position s(t the Geneva Conference on the Suspension 

of fceilsar Wtsi Khn s Tests consisting of a Presidential announcement of 

and unilatersl cessation of sU nuclear tests in the eartii*s 
ataoqdisre* for perhaps three years^ a call for s i m il ar action b7 other 

powers^ and a call for the Geneva Conference to proceed immediately 
with negotiation of a treaty for a permanent stoppage of atmo^heric tests* 

3aatator 0ore*s proposal is based on the stated assuiiy)tlon8 that* 

1, Present U.S* goals at the Conference are imattainableo 

2* Nuclear testing to date has caused an "antisocial contamination 
of the atmosphere" idiich has led to world*T*ide fear of fall“Out 
which is Russia's most powerful propaganda weapon against the 
United States* 

3* Present detection systems are technically efficient in the 
detection of atmospheric detonations. 

The UozidLng Group considers that the Core proposal would not bo a 
sound poeition for the United States to take at this time. Although the 
aseuB^>tionB listed above are Inaccurate^ the proposal has some elements 
which may be useful in developing a faU**bsck position in the event that 
the current negotiations fail. 

Connent on Assumptions * There is no reason to believe at ttils time 
that U*S, objectives in the Conference are unattainable « The basic U*5* 
objective is a t«o"pronged one: to obtain an agreement for suspension of 

nuclear tests under effective internationa-l control, or to expose the 
tuiwlllingneea of the Soviot Util or' to accept international control as tlie 
basis for failure to reach agr«enant if this is the result of the Confei’enceo 
It is not possible at present to say that at agreement 'Hill not be roached 
despite current unacceptable Soviet posit 1 ms* since serious negotiation 
has Juet commenced and the Sovi.et Union professes to accept the report of 
the Geneva Experts on a control system* We remain confident on the basis 
of diaouaelon so far thct, if the Conference breaks down, the blame will 
clearly reet on the Sovjot Unions 

The United States 


coNFiiJEur. 


Approved For Release 2003/06/04 : CIA-RDP80B01676R00060001 0004-3 


^ >-v 


Approved For Release 2003/06/04 : CIA-RDP80B01676R00060001 0004-3 

CwHFIUKIiTlAL 


XkAU4 atcitf luui ooB«lit«Bll7 t«lMR tbe poiition th«t f all*Ottt 
inm TTB****^*— * twiliat not oosatltiit* a sLgninoaiit hasard. Mhile 

unj llrte oaoean oiw raUL*o«t haa not baen aHar*<i b]r the atatenenta 
af tiM V*S. md the V.K. or tgr tba ganaoralljr reaaauzlnc raport of the 
ttaltad Batiooa# a p ropo e al for aojrthing laaa than oeaaation of aOLl veapona 
taata vooll be aalikely to bare the alaplielty idiich would be neeeaaary to 
fwam tbasa fodn^ partlcola^ ainee the Soviet Onion would iiawdiatel/ 
otHTfi that we ware aotirated priMorU^ bf • deaire to evade a anapenaion. 
ftrtlwnnre^ the aooaleratlng Soviet tea^jog haa wade the Soviet Okiion 
1nca~eaa1nt1y volnarahle oo the fall'^mt iaaae* 

fhe preaant nudear teat detaotion ajratem ia not adequate for woni* 
toriat atwoiqihario teata* Ihe Qeneva tedhnioal oonferenoe clearly 
eatdliahed the requiranent for atationa within the Soviet Union if atiBoa** 
pharla borata doan to 1 kiloton are to be deteeted« 

There ia evldenoe frow our lateat underground ahota that aaauoq>tion8 
■ade by tba Conference of Bbq)arta refezeoee the poaaibility of detecting 
underground aoqploaloue and baaed on the liaited Rainier data than avail* 
eble« maj have bean overly optlwiatic to a aarloua degree* 

The Pore Rfopoaal aa a U»S* Poaition In view of theea eonsidara* 

lions li would! Am un<ileai!ratiLe ^or iha tJxiit^ ’Statea to advance the Qore 
propoaala at this tlwe* We would give the Soviet Union an excuae to escape 
frow ahowlng its true poaition on acceptance of international oontrola and 
it would be unlikely to have major propaganda value* It would alwoat 
oaz'talnly lead to a break in negotiations advantageoua to the Soviet Union 
and would thus remove such chance aa there ia of obtaining international 
inspeetion within the Soviet Union* 

The Pore Prcpoaal aa a Fall*Back Poaition . If the present i^gotiationa 
do break down* the United States may well wish to announce a policy of 
aoderation in future teating* Such aalf^lwposed moderation may be prudent 
alnoe« even if the blame for the break liaa with the Soviet Unions increased 
preaaura for a eaaaation of testa ean be eiqpectcd to be directed against 
the D*S* and the Soviet Union elike and unilateral U.S* action would out the 
ground under propoaala to this affact. 

Xhe XBCf however^ believes that ahould an ^>proach to teat suapenaion 
aach aa the Cora proposal involving llnitationa be advanced by the U*S*« it 
ahould not be dome on a unilateral baals^ but in the form of a proposed 
iatamational agreement at the time of deadlock or breakdown of the current 
Oanava nogotiatiaca* 

Further atud/ mat ba givac m> tha proper course of action. It is not 
dear at preeant that undergrovmd testing will pernit satisfactory diagnostic 
■aaaurawant, induding ylelda« tc meet ljq>ortent future test reqalrementao 
Tasting in outer apace will present even greater and more coD;)lflQc diagnoatlo 

problawB* 
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